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\ ) ] elcome to a very special edition of the Silver Bullet. As you can tell, this issue 
looks a little bit different than what you're used to. This issue marks some very 
special events in the history of the Lone Ranger and Tonto. Jan. 30, 2003, 1S 

the 70" anniversary of our beloved hero. This issue also celebrates the 50 anniversary of 

John Hart as the masked man and what would have been Brace Beemer’s 100 birthday. 
We are beginning of a yearlong salute to the Champion of Justice and his Faithful 

Indian Companion. It is our hope to bring special interviews, remembrances and 

memorial pieces in the months to come. One of the first steps has been the redesign of the 

newsletter. This is a work in progress. The new flag (or masthead, as it is often called) 

will probably be redesigned by the next issue. The intent here is to create more of a 

magazine appearance. We hope you like it. 

Of course, this all began 15 years ago when Terry and Kay Klepey put out a 
three-page edition with the intent of connecting with other Lone Ranger collectors. In that 
time hundreds of readers have come and gone. There are many that have been with the 
Silver Bullet from the start and we thank you for your continued patronage. We hope you 
find the new changes to your liking. It is our hope that this will be easier to read and 
every bit as enjoyable as the product that Terry and Kay produced for 58 issues. 


Breaking news: 
e just received word from Nathaniel Arcand, who plays Tonto in The WB’s 


\ \ / version of the “Lone Ranger,” that the two-hour pilot will finally air! It is 
scheduled for Feb. 26, 2003. Check your local listings to be sure. The show 


will air as a movie of the week, with the potential of becoming a regular series if it has 
good enough ratings. Don’t hesitate to contact The WB or your local affiliate to let them 
know what you think. Afier you contact The WB, please write or e-mail us right away. 
We want to publish your opinions in the March edition of the newsletter and will need to 
get them in as soon as possible. 

Sorry we’re late: This issue was delayed slightly by the birth of Colton James 
Southern, who came on Dec. 2. The March issue will also be delayed. We are moving to 
a new home in late February or early March. We are also going to try to get as much 
information about the new show into the newsletter as we can, and that means waiting 


until it airs. Look for the Silver Bullet in late March. 


The Silver Bullet Newsletter is published four times a year (March, June, September 
and December) in Longmont, Colorado, by Joe and Sandy Southern. It was 
established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002. Subscriptions 
are $20 a year in the U.S. and $25 a year outside the U.S. Subscriptions should be 
mailed to Silver Bullet, P.O. Box 1493, Longmont, CO 80502. To contact the 
publishers, write to the above address, call 303-485-9997 or e-mail 


theloneranger(@worldnet.att.net. The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related 


characters and material are Copyright of Classic Media in New York, N.Y. This is a 
fan publication for Lone Ranger enthusiasts and collectors. Deadline for submission of 
letters, articles for printing and advertising ($10 per ad) is one week prior to the month 


of publication. 
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John Hart (right) poses for a photo with Chuck Cam i 
pbell during an autograph session Oct. 5-6 at 
the Hollywood Collector's Show in Holiywood, Calif. Photo courtesy Chuck Campbell/RV ieee 


Masked Man Milestone 
20 years of 


Rargering 
ror Jokr Hart 


By Joe Southern 
The Silver Bullet 
t was 50 years ago this fall that John Hart replaced C layton Moore as the Lone Ranger 


on television. Though the controversial switch remains one of the most debated topics 
in Ranger lore, it did cement Hart firmly in the annals of the Lone Ranger legend. 
Otten known as the “other” Lone Ranger. John Hart will forever be the masked man in 
the minds and hearts of legions of fans. 
“Tl have to celebrate.” Hart said after being informed of the 50-year milestone. 
Hart appeared as the Lone Ranger in 52 episodes during the 1952-53 season. 


n fun playing the cael 


7 - p 1. 
“Tt was hard work, he said. — have bee 
He said people comment to him that it must mae 
Ranger on TV. : ere 30 pages long .-- 47 
id “Every show was shot in two days and the apn eee morning memorizing 
Lone Ranger talked and talked and talked. I] was up at 11 
lines.” he said. . 99 he added. 
“1 loved to act and T enjoyed the work, af it he work, 
al rewards. a 
| friends,” he said. “He was 4 


Along with the work came some person 


“Jay Silverheels and I became very good, persona 
he Westerns 


wonderful actor but he was just known as Tonto.” ; 
Fittingly, as John Hart celebrates 50 years as the Lone mart 

Channel (for those of you who get it) is currently showing his ep1so es. 

marks his 85" 


More Milestones 
December marks a big month for John Hart. On Dec. 13 he |! 
it a few days later with a trip to 


birthday (happy birthday John!). He will get to celebrate 

Hawaii. He will make a presentation at conference called “Growing Up Happy’ on behalf 

of the International Child Advocacy & Resource Enterprises (ICARE), on Wednesday, 
Surfrider Hotel, Waikiki 


Dec. 18. The conference will be held at the Sheraton Moana 
Beach. Honolulu, Hawaii. 
He said he and his wife, Beryl, are looking forward to 
“I’ve been taking her with me on these appearances and 


gold,” he said. “She’s a wonderful wife.” 
They’ve been married for 46 years and reside in Southern 
she declined to talk about her experience as his wife amid all his fame. 


“She doesn’t want to be Mrs. Lone Ranger,” he said. 


the trip. 
she’s worth her weight in 


California. Hart said 


Hart a Texas Ranger | 
in late November Hart made a special trip to Texas where he was honored with a 


certificate and badge as an honorary Texas Ranger. 
“I’m a half-assed Texas Ranger now,” he joked. 
He was surprised with the honor while attending memorabilia shows at Fort Sam 
Houston and at Lackland Air Force Base. 
Prior to that, his previous public appearance was in October at the Hollywood 


Collector’s Show in Hollywood, Calif. There he signed autographs and posed for pictures 
was kind enough to share his pictures of 


with his fans. Photographer Chuck Campbell 
and with Steve Jensen’s John Hart Web 


h the Silver Bullet 


John signing autographs wit 
site http://members.tripod.com/~JohnHart/index. html. A special thanks to Chuck and 


Steve for use of the John Hart pictures. 


Keeping up to date 

We’re sorry to report that there is no more news about the comic book starring 
John as the Lone Ranger. We will keep you posted as we hear things. In the meantime, if 
you are interested in purchasing autographed items from John Hart, you can obtain 
photos, cards, silver bullets, John Hart cookbooks, and odds and ends from his agent, 


Mick Lafever, at 59 Maple St. Avon, NY 14414, or e-mail 
MLAFEVER@ROCHESTER.RR.COM 


HAPPY 85!" BIRTHDAY 
KEMO SABE! 


in IL —— fathers steve 


Dawe Moore or a 
missior to preserve 
rer fatker’s legacy 


By Joe Southern 
The Silver Bullet | 
jis daughter needs your help. Dawn Moore is 
make a stamp with Clayton’s picture 


alling all Clayton Moore fans: I 
( trying to convince the U.S. Postal Service to 

as the Lone Ranger. The problem is the Postal Service is sticking to its guns and 
not allowing someone to be immortalized on a stamp until 10 years after they have 


passed away. . 
“The Lone Ranger is a character, not a person. The character is never going to be 
said. 


dead ... That’s a strong argument for doing it now,” she 
She said it is logical to use her father’s image as the masked man because no one 


is more recognized in the role than Clayton Moore. What she wants is for the legions of 
on Moore/Lone Ranger stamp. 


fans to petition the Postal Service to create a Clayt 

“T really see myself as the standard bearer, the torch carrier,” she said or her role 
after his passing in 1999. 

Keeping her father’s legacy alive is a task Dawn Moore is proud to do. She 
believes in the Lone Ranger Creed as strongly as her father did. In fact, she called on its 
powerful words to help her and her community cope with the Sept. 11 tragedy. 

Working in an upscale jewelry store on Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, Moore said 
it didn’t feel right pitching high-priced gems while the nation was reeling in pain from 
the terrorist attacks. So she wrote excerpts from the creed on the store windows. 

“We had so many people coming into the store wanting to know where those lines 
came from,” she said. “It was such a wonderful moment to take that creed and apply it to 


this tragic event ... and find it so inspiring to so many people.” 
She said the Lone Ranger creed was a mantra to live by in her father’s home when 


she was a child. 
“The Lone Ranger creed was very, very important to him,” she said. 


Living up to the ideals of the Lone Ranger and the creed made a difference in 


their lives. 
“He said he had fallen in love with the character and playing the character made 
him a better person,” Moore said. 
s after the television show was over, but 


She said her father was offered other part 


he turned most of them down. 
“He had seen what a tremendous influence he had on children,” Moore said. 


¢ Lone Ranger than 


ae 9 
. arances ted deep 
“ment making 4PP* hing and resona 
see fulfillment for comet 
She said he fou nd more ” -actetT that stood “4% ust 
he did in acting. He had found sina ,; famous father, it S jus 
un ‘thin the hearts of people ever . poke ht about having 4 . 
f are never {houg out 
Asa young child Moore m brush their teeth and get 
dad.™ she said because vou see them 
‘Its not quite the same for you id | ff t with dear old dad 
; :, sessed up. ghe said. { differen 
= on _ ata et ( ah to realize there was aupeneeghs a dep ment store to 
ec first time she began ‘ wen 
was when she was about 9 or 10 years old. ale said apne the mask, $0 they could 
uv a TV. She said most people didn't recognize ait he spoke 4 
% ; 4 . , 999 . 
shop with an average degree of obscurity. That — _ ‘re the Lone Ranger! ” she sal 
“The woman said, ‘oh my God, oh my God, you 
w that 
he big deal was. No d 
| of the character an 


Dawn Moore's reaction was, “So what?’ 
re aware of what t 


As she grew up Moore became mo father’s portraya 
a ‘ her father s of 
torch is in her hands. She continues to promote i: eee ‘4 that was her father’s job 


stands up for the moral code of the Lone Ranger cree , 
in the 1960s. 1970s, 1980s and 1990s when the various owners of the Lone Rang 
who own it today owe that popularity 


trademark did practically nothing with it. 


“He kept that character alive and the people 
d numerous honors 


to him.” she said. 
As a testament to his popularity Clayton Moore has receive 
He received his star on the Hollywood Walk of 
of his masks was recently 
Dorothy’s 


and awards, some even posthumously. 
Fame in 1987 — the only star with a character’s name on it. One 


added to the Smithsonian Museum of Popular Culture and shares a spot near 
ruby red slippers from “The Wizard of Oz.” 
“He knew,” Dawn Moore said. “He helped pick out which one they could have.” 


More accolades for Moore and Silverheels 
It’s been 23 years since Jay Silverheels left us and three years since Clayton 
Moore passed away and the honors and awards for their work continue to come in. The 


two were inducted into the Texas Trail of Fame on Oct. 25-27. 
The Trail of Fame was designed to “recognize the men, women, and groups who 


made a significant contribution to the history and grandeur of the Western way of life.” 
The 2002 induction ceremony was held during the Red Steagall Cowboy Gathering on 


the lawn of the Stockyards Exchange Building in Fort Worth. 
Joining television’s Lone Ranger and Tonto as inductees this year were former 


first lady Claudia Alta Taylor “Lady Bird” Johnson, Army officer Ripley Allen Arnold, 
Indian peacemaker John O. Meusebach, entertainer Woodward Maurice “Tex” Ritter, 
Indian fighter, Confederate soldier and former president of what is now Texas A&M, 
Lawrence Sullivan “Sul” Ross, lawman/outlaw Timothy Isaiah “Longhair Jim” 
Courtright, marshal James Butler “Wild Bill” Hickok, Judge Roy Bean, Martha 


“Calamity” Jane Cannary Burke, and boot maker M.L. Leddy. 
F or more information about the Trail of Fame and the induction ceremony, visit 
the Web site www.theredsteagallcowboygathering.com/trailo ffameinduction2002.asp. 


THE LONE RANGER GREEN 


GG Wf believe tnatto 
have a friend, a man 
must be one. 


That all men are created equal and 
that everyone has within himself 
the power to make this a better 
world. 


That God put the firewood there 
but that every man must gather and 
light it himself. 


In being prepared physically, mentally, and morally 
to fight when necessary for that which is right. 


That a man should make the most of what equipment he has. 


That ‘This government, of the people, by the people 
and for the people’ shall live always. 


That men should live by the rule of what is best 
for the greatest number. 


That sooner or later ... somewhere ... somehow ... we must settle 
with the world and make payment for what we have taken. 


That all things change but truth, and that truth alone, 
lives on forever. 


In my Creator, my country, my fellow man.” 


See En (aaa 
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arRrouRrcer 

recalls tkose 
tkrillirg days 
of yesteryear 


By Joe Southern 
The Silver Bullet 


Me people recognize the deep, rich tones of Fred Foy’s voice as the announcer 


Fred Foy 


for the Lone Ranger on the radio and on the introduction to the television 

program. But for one radio broadcast Foy was called to action as the masked 
man. George Trendle, the show’s creator, had asked Foy to understudy Brace Beemer Just 
in case something happened. 


On March 29, 1954, something did. 
“Brace came in to do the show and he had the worst case of laryngitis,” Foy said. 


So with Beemer out of action, Foy stepped in and played the lead for the one 
episode. It was a moment he’! never forget. 


“Tt was a very well-written show,” he recalled. 
The episode was titled “Burly Scott’s Sacrifice” and was written by Don Beattie. 


Ken Meyer played the part of Tonto and Roland Blanchette was Burly Scott. 

Foy was just a lad when the Lone Ranger debuted on the radio on ABC in 1933. 
But that young boy grew up to become one of the most widely recognized names and 
voices during the golden age of radio. And in 1948 — one year before the Lone Ranger 
leaped to the television screen — Foy became the announcer for the radio drama. He 
replaced Harry Golden and went on to become the man most widely recognized as the 


announcer for the Lone Ranger. 
“We did not realize at the time that it would go on to be a part of Americana,” he 


said, 

They did know at the time that they were part of something special. 

“We enjoyed working so much with ali of the people on the show. They were all 
so adept at what they did. They were so very creative. They did bring those characters to 
life,” he said. 

Throughout most of the 1950s the hearty crew cranked out three shows a week. 
On top of that, to help keep continuity between radio and television, Trendle had Foy do 


grams. For the first few episodes on TV Gerald Moore did the 
| voice boomed out of a different box in 


the announcing for both pro a 
hefore Foy'’s familiar 


narration. But it wasn’t long 
roit, Foy had to record the 


people's living rooms - a 
Since they worked out of the WX YZ. studios in Detroit, Foy hi tderagn 
television announcements and ship them to the television studios in California. As a 
| sJevision cast. 
result. he never worked with the televis . . . 
“never had the pleasure of meeting and working with Clayton Moore and Jay 
Silverheels.” he said, noting that he got to meet Moore years later. . 
Today Foy lives neat Boston in Massachusetts. He was inducted intot he Radio 


Hall of Fame in 2000. 
Foy underwent 


reatments for cancer this summer and has been recovering ever 


d. “I hope to be more active after the fist of 


since. r . 

“I'm feeling very, very good,” he sat 

the vear.” . 

He said he hopes to attend some conventions and make special appearances as the 
. th . 

one Ranger celebrates its 70" anniversary. - 

: Ve re be many more thrilling days of yesteryear 


We wish you well Mr. Foy. May the 
ahead of you! 


jeri Courtney remembers 
Gkack Goartrey 

erjoyed livirg with 

tke Dar Reid legacy 


By Joe Southern 
The Silver Bullet 
ven though Chuck Courtney was in his 20s when he appeared on television in the 
role of Dan Reid, he still played a very convincing teenager. His baby-faced 
appearance was a far cry from the tough, macho types he would later play on 
a shows like “Ba Ba Black Sheep” and “Billy the Kid vs 


Dracula.” 
“He was older but he always looked young,” said 


Jeri Courtney, wife of the late actor. 
Though they were married in 1974, well after 


Courtney finished playing the part of the Lone Ranger’s 
nephew, Jeri Courtney said her husband was always proud 


of the Dan Reid legacy and was often recognized for the 
part he played. “He was the easiest-going guy, a 


sweetheart,” she said. 


1] 


Elizabet ortimer, 
Courtney was One of the few rea] Cowboys hired to play regular Parts on the show, Jeri 
Courtney said he was “born to the saddle.” “He taught Bob F i 
she said, referring to his co. 


1S CO-star on “Ba Ba Black 


As it was 1938 before the radio shows were recorded. We have only the memories 
of those who heard the earliest shows to confirm or deny this. Even the origin story as we 
know it now did not start to evolve until the 1938 movie serial, when the idea of the 
masked man being the sole survivor of an ambush was introduced. Nowever, his name 
was Allen King then and Bill Andrews in the 1939 serial. 


In December, 1942, 
the Dan Reid radio series 
aired for the first time. This 
was when the masked man’s 
older brother, Dan Reid, was 
first mentioned as the captain 
of the ill-fated band of Texas 

Rangers. He had married a 
| fine lady from Virginia 
fe named Linda and they had a 
==) baby son, Danny, who was 
"..| just a few months old. The 
segues] wagon train on which they 
were travelling west was 
| ambushed by Indians and the 
baby and the elderly woman 
who rescued him were the 
only survivors. Grandma 
Frisby’s husband had been killed and she travelled north with the baby and raised him as 
her grandson. Thirteen years passed before Dan learned the truth about his identity. 

Dan was featured in a large proportion of the later “Lone Ranger” radio shows, 
especially during 1943, until he was sent away to school, in innumerable comic strip 
stories and in 14 TV episodes: “Sheep Thieves,” “The Whimsical Bandit,” “The 
Deserter,” “El Toro,” “Dan Reid’s Fight For Life,” “Dan Reid’s Sacrifice,” “The Quiet 
Highwayman,” “Code of the Pioneers,” “Sunstroke Mesa,” “Trigger Finger,” “Gold 
Freight,” “The Woman in the White Mask,” “Heart of a Chester,” (or Cheater) and “The 
Swami.” His white horse was 
Victor, son of Silver, who was 
almost as famous for his speed as 
his sire. 

Dan Reid started out with 
dark hair, bearing a physical 
resemblance to his uncle. There 
are references to this on radio and 
in Fran Striker’s 1946 novel, “The 
Lone Ranger Rides North.” All 
the evidence points to the change 
to blond hair taking place as a 
result of the choice of Chuck 
Courtney to portray him in the TV 
series. Three actors portrayed Dan 
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Reid on radio: Ernie Stanley, James Lipton and Dick Beals. 
role on television. 


Chuck Courtney was the only person who appeared in the 
Courtney travelled around for a while with 
n in the 1981 movie, “The Legend of 


After the TV series had ceased production, 

Clayton Moore. Dan Reid even found a brief mentio 

the Lone Ranger.” Around that time, he was once more shown with dark hair in at least 
nture. He is not included in the 21° century reinvention, since the 


one animated adve 
masked hero is being renamed as Luke Hartman. 
Western Heritage Museum in Hollywood, you can see 


If you visit the Gene Autry 
the Dan Reid doll that was manufactured by Gabriel, along with a shirt and gun belt worn 
by Chuck Courtney. Dan Reid reached maturity at the start of the 20th century. His share 
of the silver mine that furnished his uncle’s silver bullets enabled him to purchase the 

itt. became another masked champion of justice 


Daily Sentinel newspaper and his son, Br 

as “The Green Hornet” in radio, movie serials, TV and comics from the 1930s. 
Some people would say that the youthful character, Dan Reid, did little or nothing 

to add to their enjoyment of “The Lone Ranger.” A few positively disliked him. For me, 

he made the masked man more human, since he loved his nephew as if he were his own 


“Ride on, Lone Ranger, ride on 
forever, with Danny at your side.” 
-~ Fran Striker 


| Brace Beemer ator 
his horse Silver. T! 
most famous of the 
radio Rangers wou 
have been 109 this 
year. 


Barbara Beemer Daniel 
recalls her famous father 


Brace Beerer woald 
Rave celebrated kis 
100" birthday ir 2002 


By Joe Southern 
The Silver Bullet 


birthday this year on Dec. 9. Brace Beemer was born at 930 Cherry St. in Mt. 
Carmel, Ill. on Dec. 9, 1902. Beemer, who started out as the show’s announcer, 
took over as the Lone Ranger after actor Earle Graser died in a car crash on April 8, 


1941, 


P | Nhe man best known as the radio Lone Ranger would have celebrated his 100" 


on April 18, 1941, and continued 
tant. 3, 1954. 
ape kable roles, such 


ned the role 
other remar 
a deared him to 


Reemer assul 
nal broadcas 


in the part until the fi 


Reemer, who went on top ‘oe that en 
as Spt. Preston. had a memorable  B har Beemer Daniel, he was 
lep ions of fans. But to his daughter, ar 

my friends ... 


e an explanation to 


"d say, 
When I'd say my dad is the Lone orig they Mf 
. " . . ss Sa. , . t y. 
dad’s Superman,” Daniel said recen _ ager” Was 
She grew up near Detroit, where “The Lone Rang 
broadcast from. a s 
Beemer served with the American Expeditionary F orce 
n 1922 he went into radio in 
he Indy 500. He later went to 


just dad. 
“yeah, and my 


“Tt was hard for me to BIV 


during World War I. He was 14 years old at the time. J 
Indianapolis and became the first person to broadcast t 


Detroit with radio station WXYZ. 
“We lived with horses most of the time,” Daniel recalled. 
While millions of children and adults adored her father, no did so as much as his 
children. 
“He was a wonderful father, very smart, very loving,” she said. “I remember 


when I went away to college. I remember the tears in his eyes.” 
Daniel said she was very young when her father was appearing on the radio and 


making appearances around the country as the Lone Ranger. She went with him a few 


times. 
“| remember when he appeared with Roy Rogers,” she said. 
She said they were supposed to ride their horses into the arena and then take off at 


a gallop. 

“When they got in there they were walking side-by-side. Roy Rogers took off ... 
and dad caught him and passed him,” she said. 

Daniel, who is the wife of Sinclair Daniel, has three sons and four grandchildren, 
all ranging in age from 28 to 3. She said her children and grandchildren know and 
understand his legacy. So does Beemer’s hometown. Daniel said the city recently held a 


celebration in honor of Beemer’s 100" birthday. 
Although Beemer passed away March 1, 1965, his memory and his voice ring on 


in the lives of millions of fans. Hi- Yo Silver, Awayyyyy! 


More from the new Tonto 
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t {the new “Lone Ranger” television pilot shot last summer for The 
ked man. An air date has just been 
Feb. 26, 2003, as a movie of the 
thaniel Arcand. 


Nathaniel Arcand rests on the se 
WB network. Arcand stars with Chad Michael Murray as the mas 


announced for the two-hour movie! The network has said it will air 
week. Watch focal listings for exact air times. Photos for this story are courtesy Na 
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Playing T 
role of a lifet 


Garadiar Irndiark a 


By Joe Southern 


The Silver Bullet 
st to play the faithful 


arlier this year Nathaniel Arcand was ca 

the masked man in The WB’s adaptation of the Lone Ranger. The two-hour — 

television pilot was filmed in Southern California last spring. It stars Chad Michael 
id Arcand as an early-20s Tonto. 


Murray as a teenage Lone Ranger and the 30-year-o 
The network has not picked up the show to air 


as a series. but did announce recently that the pilot will 


air Feb. 26. 2003, as a movie of the week. 
A Cree Indian from the Alexander First Nation 


Reserve near Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, Arcand 
follows the likes of Jay Silverheels and Michael Horse 
in the part of the Lone Ranger’s partner. The following 
are his comments about taking on the role of an 
American icon: 

“I have to say that when I first found out of 
auditions for the Lone Ranger, I had no idea that I 
would be flying to L.A., meeting all people involved. I 
think from that point I felt inside that I would be Tonto, 
but didn't want to jinx it. So, I just went about my 
merry old way and tried to put it behind me. 

For one hour anyway. That's when they called 


me and told me I'm the man, or Tonto, so to speak. 

I was excited, because of the fact that I was to 
portray someone that I had watched on T'V as a child 
and sort of wished I could be. When I say ‘sort of,’ I 


mean that I also wanted to be the Lone Ranger as well. 
Growing up, I wanted to be all types of heroes and super heroes. | did a lot of role 


playing with my brothers and friends. I was usually the good guy like, Superman, Spider- 
man, Batman, Tarzan, James Bond, etc. I remember when I first saw the Green Hornet 
and wanted to be his sidekick Kato, not realizing it was Bruce Lee at the time. 

After I started watching Bruce Lee movies though, things changed. From those 
moments on, I wanted to be a martial artist, just like Bruce. I tried imitating his . 
movements and his facial expressions. My point being to all this, was I reflected back to 
these memories of this character and thought of how I could incorporate him with the all- 


Indian companion to 


mighty Tonto. 
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Nathaniel Arcand carries his son, Griffin, on the “Lone Ranger” set with actor Gil Birmingham 
behind him. 

| have practiced in various forms of martial arts since | was 5. | was never a pro or 
a black belt or any kind of belt. but I practiced. It wasn't until a few years ago that | 


started to take martial arts more seriously. This is what | brought to the character Tonto. | 
didn't want it to look like ] was just trained by some shaclin monk so | made it just a bit 


wild looking. Like wild Indian fighting. 


ave and that was 
d on film and TV, Chief 
ge of what I think 


ho is respectful 


1 wanted him to h 


t | have always admire 


| have this complete packa 
ge, but a man Ww 


There is also another element of Tonto 
wisdom. So then I thought of one man tha 
Dan George. Need I say anymore? So now, 

Tonto should represent, not some sidekick, not some sava 
h some very interesting people. The 
or any kind of work 


to himself and to all life. 
During the filming, I met and worked wit 

do this kind of work 
5 was an easy task. It wasn’t boring, it 


shooting of the film was moderately easy. If you 

for a long period. you just get used to it, To me, thi 

— re a Bringing to life, the youngest ever, Lone Ranger and Tonto. 

rene co pubes ata hag with. He made it easy as well. It’s good to have someone 

se Lind oh awit nie % especially if you have to work with them for a long period. 

snide dx poen nti ugh sometimes. He was sometimes reluctant to do some of the 
riding. I always asked him to do some extra training, but he always had 


something else to do. 
Me, *t wal 
eae . ee sh ait bay no one and I honed my horsemanship skills, weapons 
a ec ‘4 ook advantage of them. All in all, Chad is only young and has 
xplore and learn, such as his character, the Lone Ranger. I believe he 


will go - stiri a big actor. What can I say, we kicked butt. 
trying to fathom the idea that I was Tonto and still might have a chance 


to do so again —" 
eee mane . = so much to do with this character, adventure that is. I am just 
ght a new flavor to this controversial but historical icon of film and 


television.” 


Natha nicl Arrand, Official Fansite: 
hein:Hn athanickarcand.iwarp.com/ 
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There's a new badge in town 


Ge ving Vashington, Montana & Califorma 


| a cong 8007 ERB Ravonwice 
C O R P O R A T I O N 
\ WHOLESALE CONSUMER HOME LOANS. 
HEROIC SAVINGS. 


By Joe Southern 

The Silver Bullet 
f vou have computer access, log on to www. loanranger.com to discover a whole new 
way to finance a mortgage. Based in Washington state, Ranger Financial Corporation 
hopes to turn the home mortgage world on end by offering wholesale rates and 


rebates directly to consumers. Another unique aspect to the company is its use of the 
Lone Ranger symbols and its partnership with Dawn Moore, daughter of the late Clayton 


Moore. 


Web site, Dawn states, “My father strove daily to 
d whose foundation was based on honesty, 
form the foundation of Ranger Financial, 


In a statement on the company’s 
uphold the tenets of the Lone Ranger cree 


fairness and self-reliance. As these ideals also 
he felt strongly about endorsing its virtues. I too, am very pleased to be associated with 


an endeavor consistent with his values and unwavering sense of justice and fair play.” 
The “Daughter and Number One Fan of Clayton Moore” serves on the Founding 


Board of Strategic and Tactical Advisors for Ranger Financial Corp. 
According to Bill Norcross, president and CEO of Ranger Financial, the 
g with Clayton Moore for the right to use his image and 


corporation began negotiatin 
endorsement in 1999, shortly before he died. He liked the idea and was moving favorably 


toward it. After his passing, Norcross continued the discussions with Dawn Moore. 
Norcross said he was ecstatic when the deal was sealed giving them Moore’s formal 


endorsement. 
“To us it was a slam-dunk. You can’t have the Lone Ranger without the Clayton 


Moore image in there somewhere,” Norcross said. 

Norcross said he wanted to use the Lone Ranger because of what he stood for. 
The corporation uses the monikers “A New Badge in Town” and “Truth and Justice in 
Lending.” He explains their concept this way: 

“The ‘dirty little secret’ in the industry, and conversely would be several issues. 
Typical mortgage sales involves a virtual shell game that confuses Ph.D.s in finance. 
Rates vs. points vs. fees. Typical loan officers determine whether a customer is ‘rate- 
sensitive, point-sensitive or fee-sensitive,’ gives ground on the customers favorite and 
packs their compensation into the others. The Lone Ranger wouldn’t do that and neither 
will Ranger Financial. 

. First, there is a wholesale rate published only for brokers. Ranger passes this true, 
private, wholesale rate to its customers untouched by mark up. 
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Second, with that wholesale rate, there also is a ‘rebate’ that typically a to 
hrokers outside closing without clear disclosure to customers, but paid for by th ia 
customer over the life of the loan. Ranger applies ALL rebates to the customer s closing 
costs, benefiting the customer rather than a broker, which is only fair since the customer 
foots the bill in increased interest costs over the life of the loan. 

Third, for every eighth of a percent that a broker can get a customer to agree to 
OVER the wholesale rate, the rebate is increased by a half-percent of the loan. On B-C- 
credit customers this can result in a rate 1-5 whole points higher than wholesale. 

Occasionally some of this is shared by the broker with the customer to offset 
some part or all of the closing costs, with any balance kept by the broker, or all taken by 
the broker. In bank branches, it's the same; the excess is absorbed by the bank. 

Again, the Lone Ranger wouldn't do that and neither will Ranger Financial. We 
pass the lowest wholesale rate we can find to the customer untouched, which is almost 
ser tiga Sd total broker compensation in B-C loans can run up to just 
Fieanolel ahaa ra a a bi WITH a higher retail rate. Currently Ranger 
sedlitme eee cues oo en € rate and charges only 3 points for these valued B-C- 
ihn fan naa a sian ae 4-6 total points. Our goal in our coming national 

cuss idea ca origination fee to ALL customers, A-C.” 

ger Financial — which is working to go 


nationwide soon — visit the Web site 
www. loanranger.com -free: 888- 
LoanRanger (562-6726). anranger.com or call toll-free: 888 


« WS > ong 
. ‘ SS Ue s )S at : ae 
r. 7. ae oO ae 


Dawn Moore and Clayton Moore. Photo by Steve Shapiro 
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The masked man and me 


Readers skare their stories 
of mecting tke bore Rarger 


John DiMezzes 
ne day in the early ’50s (I must have been 9 or 10), my older cousin called to tell 
me that The Lone Ranger was to appear in person at the Philadelphia Gimbels 
department store. With that bit of knowledge as an impetus, we both hopped a 
subway to center city, and then, as we walked down Market Street, a white Cadillac 
drove by us. We caught enough of a glimpse to know that LR was in there on his way. 
Our walk became a run in an attempt to reach the store in time. Unfortunately, we 


were too late to get into the area where we could view him in all his splendor, so, guided 
by my cousin, we sneaked behind some partitions to what might be called “back stage.” 
There, we could see but not hear Clayton Moore, dressed in full Lone Ranger 


costume, gesturing to the crowd. I was amazed at how he looked -- even better in person 
than he did on the screen. I mean, you KNEW this man had to be a “movie star.” I sure 
wished we could have heard him, and, better still, could have seen more than his back, 
but then, a bit of anxiety set in. | 

The Lone Ranger and his small entourage had apparently completed the 
presentation. They all turned and began heading in our direction. 
‘Now, we are caught,” I thought, being where we should not have been. 

How embarrassing to get into trouble in front of the Lone Ranger, no less. The 
entourage passed first and didn't even glance our way. But, the Lone Ranger, as he 
passed, looked down at me, smiled, touched his hat, and winked ... at ME. 


I floated home that day. 


Kirk Smith 
ou asked for our brush with fame with the famous masked man. I was fortunate 
o see Clayton Moore in person when he came to Detroit for the premiere of “The 


t 
Ye Ranger and the Lost City of Gold.” My mom knew I was a huge fan and 
got tickets to take me and my brother to the event. 

I must have been 7 years old at the time, but I can still remember Clayton on stage 
talking to the crowd and performing some gun tricks. I know my mom purchased some 
souvenirs for me and man do I wish that I had them today. That was my brush with The 


Lone Ranger. 
I also remember Clayton Moore being in the Hudson Thanksgiving Parade here in 
Detroit, but I can't remember the year it happened. I was wondering if anyone else from 


Detroit remembers that and what year it took place. 


nt fishing 
my father and I often we 


Rodger Huckabee in California, ‘cular summer, I believe in 
speed areal he middle of the state. rea My father a 
in a particular in our particular ‘ ‘no filmed. 
56, we were told we could not fish ons Ranger episode was being aa 
ed hima the river as long as iseih 


ing us who inform 
the people stopping llowed to go down to - d, but I was reward 


After some debate, we were a 6 wal , 
: : : \ mber how long W scacond I 
promised to remain quiet. I don't nes i> siding through some brush near the r 


the image of the Long Ranger an 
have and that memory with me for many, many years. 


ms : Jland is 
Wan sagan with the newsletter. You are doing an yaar job. atl apes | 
if ee aie ete is when the 
Ranger. In his research he is the one ee ao re naa 2, 1933, 
er came on radio. I saw that when I read his book. ; ; 

vers pe brush with fame came the first weekend in June 1993 in Lone Pine, Calif., at 
the 60th anniversary of the Lone Ranger. I got to meet Clayton Moore, John Hart, 
Fred Foy, Leonard Maltin, Dawn Moore, and Brace Beemer Daniel, grandson of Brace 
Beemer, who was living in Montgomery, Ala., at the time. It was a wonderful time. I still 
talk about it. My friend at work went with me and we met Clayton that Friday night. I'm 
6°4” and I asked Clayton, “Do you mind if ] have my picture taken with you?” He said 
“No, not at all, just lean down a little.” 

Thanks again for doing such a good job. 

Hi-Yo Silver! 


(Editor’s note: We received more stories but have temporarily misplaced the file they 
were saved in. We will print them when they are found. Anyone else wishing to write 


about meeting any of the Lone Ranger actors please send us your story. You can e-mail 
f or write the Silver Bullet at P.O. Box 1493, Longmont, 


theloneranger(@worldnet.att.ne 


CO 80502.) 
The Pony Express mailhag 
Dear Joe and Sandy, 

It looks very 


I received your new edition (June 2002) of “The Silver Bullet.” 
professional, yet reader friendly. You’re starting our well. 
I’ve enclosed my renewal for 2002-2003 and check for $20. I will enjoy “coming 


along for the ride” again, 
“Golden Days” of radio, with 


later, when TV came out, ] enjoyed watching Clayton Moore as the masked hero, along 
spect for both of them, as they 


with Jay Silverheels as Tonto. I will always have great re 
took their roles seriously, especially Clayton Moore. He was dedicated to the role and 


kept the masked man in the public eye by Visiting schoo 
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ls, hospitals, and heading various 


events for severa 
| decades. Whoever plays the role has to have some dedication to ft, or it 


won't beco , : 

virtuous. or especially if thei private life doesn’t follow up in being as 

i acca tt a A age from Scott Shepherd, when he resigned as the Lone Ranger, 

or beads of the sted! I don’t blame him one bit. Back in the old days, the ownets, 

portrayed, were bteh departments that oversaw the actors and the characters they 

private life a iit e more sensitive about the character's reputation and the actor's 
ife. It seems like the studios today are mainly interested in the money angle and 


what's in it for them. 
I hope with all these pilots coming out with ne 


not diminish or taint his character just to make him popul 
the way society thinks and feels today with leanings towar 
Well. so much for the ramblings of an “old timer.” T 


shows will catch on, I they finally come out. 
rk on the Silver Bull 


w versions of the Lone Ranger do 
ar with today’s generation, of 
da gray or darker side. 

ime will tell if these new 


et. When I come across things 


Keep up the good wo 
pertaining to our hero, I’ll send the info. on to you. Goodbye for now. 
Sincerely, 
Eileena Kalanick 
Dear Sandy and Joe, 
The local store 
| always gives a second 
set of prints, so I had 
extra copies of the 


enclosed. There aren't 
too many others who 
might be interested in 
the subject of the 
pictures, but I did 

think of you. You will 
| probably recognize 
the site. Do with them 
as you wish. 

My younger 

daughter and her 
husband are now living in Pasadena, 
Calif. My wife and I visted in August 
to see them and some of the sights. 
While we did check out the usual 
tourist spots, my Own personal 
highlight was Lone Ranger Rock at the 
old Iverson’s Ranch in Chatsworth. 


That’s me, wearing my “Lawn 


Ranger” shirt. What a thrill! Even the 


condos in the background couldn't ruin 
fabulous. 


ence. It was simply 
en the “Rock” on TV and on 


wee | the exper! 


Having se 


2 


vable. And Yes, I did seem to hear 


belie 
being there was truly un 
ing ant and got a laugh out 


video for years, actually 4 soundtrack 
a hter Claire were very toler and the dust without 
with the drive, the hes, isit. | won't try to 


Both my wife Gerry and m daug 
What a vis 


of their crazy husband/father. They put up " 

complaint and kindly took m picture. It was certainly eb - Lone Ranger has been my 

come up with any other corny description of my feelings. d how I felt. Two of the 

hero for a long time, and others of like mind will understand DO’ them. Please keep up 

ee ee voll i m1 as enjoy the other aspects 
© wi n-collector, 

the good work with the newsletter. As a no like you. Stay walt. 


of the story. So, don’t worry that there aren’t others 
Sincerely, 
Bill Welsch 


(Editor’s note: We included two of Bill’s photos here. It seems to me that the a. . 
Ranger Rock is an historic site worth saving. Personally, I would like to see a bron 


statue of Clayton Moore as the Lone Ranger rearing up on Silver in front of the rock. 
What a fitting tribute that would be. It would be nice to see that spot get state and/or 
national historic preservation status. What do you think? Chime in and let us know.) 


Dear editor, 
I have been a subscriber for three years now. Some of the things I want to see are 
Lone Ranger alarm clock, re-issue of Dave Holland’s book, another Hallmark ornament 


(this time of the painting with the Lone Ranger and Tonto on horseback looking off in the 
distance) Lone Ranger pointing and Tonto with his hand shading his brow. How about 
featuring a full-page pullout still that can be added to our scrapbooks. There are some 
pictures that I would like to add to my collection such as Earle Graser in costume, Brace 
Beemer in the TV costume (there is one). John Hart and Clayton Moore together, etc. I 
also need Fred Foy to re-issue his memoir CD and details of any 70-year product and 


celebration. 

Mark St. John 

P.S. The synopsis for the new TV show sounds pathetic. I don’t want a teenage Lone 
Ranger with issues. I want a Lone Ranger who is the conscience of America. 


Keep those letters and e-mails coming 


Dear readers, 
One of the things Sandy and I have come to enjoy about doing the Silver Bullet 
are all the long-distance relationships we are forming with you, the readers. While we 
would like to be able to publish every letter we get, we can’t — at least not yet. We also 
want to be able to respond to each letter. If possible, we do call or e-mail back. We see 
this newsletter as belonging to everyone who subscribes — everyone who holds the Lone 
Ranger creed dear to their heart and those who still get goosebumps at the first refrains of 
the William Tell Overture. In the future, we will be working harder to include all the 
letters we get. With the new Lone Ranger television show airing on Feb. 26 on The WB, 
please e-mail us and share your opinions. Snail mail letters will be printed in a later issue. 


Sincerely, 
Joe Southern 
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A Lone Ranger memory from the Orlando Sentinel 


ae — heroes and a holiday cherished 
y Jerry Greene, Published December 5, 2002, in the Orlando Sentinel. 


with the speed of light, a cloud of dust and a hearty hi-yo Silver! .. . 


“A fiery horse 
now to those thrilling days of yesteryear. The Lone Ranger rides again!” 


Return with us 
As a boy of 7 during those thrilling days of yesteryear, I thought I knew so much. 
I thought I knew what heroism was all about. But it took a Christmas meeting with the 
Lone Ranger to teach me something about the gift of giving and how true heroes can be 
disguised not as a big man with a mask but as a small lady with a gigantic heart. 


Return with me now. 
Clayton Moore was the Lone Ranger on TV (except for one foolish year when 


they dumped him over a salary dispute). Maybe I was dimly aware of the actor's name 
back then but I doubt it. He was simply the Lone Ranger, this giant of men who traveled 
the dusty trails of the Old West alone except for his “faithful Indian companion, Tonto.” 
(We'd have a lot of problems with Tonto today, whose typical remark would be 
along the lines of "Me not understand." But to a worshipful child, he was somebody we 


all wanted -- a faithful companion.) 
Oh, I liked the other Old West heroes -- the Big Two of Roy Rogers and Gene 


Autry along with those of the lower pantheon such as Hopalong Cassidy, Zorro, and the 
forgotten Cisco Kid. But the Lone Ranger was special. His buddies, the other Rangers, 
had been slaughtered by the Cavendish gang. So he donned the mask and dedicated his 


life to truth, justice and selling cereal. 
What small boy wouldn't want to do the same? 
Not that I really was alone. Born of a mother who was not ready for a child and of 


a father I never knew, I was raised by my aunt Edna and my grandmother Eva 
(“Momma”). I was loved but not blessed with material things because we fit the quaint 
description “dirt poor” at the time. : 

So I watched the black-and-white TV or listened to the old radio and lived 
through the adventures of the masked man. Because General Mills was the sponsor, | 
begged for all their cereals --Wheaties, Cheerios, Trix, Kix and the beloved Sugar Jets. (I 


knew Sugar Jets had to be good for you because I always felt so excited after a big bowl.) 
Then it was Christmas week and I was not a happy camper. Chances were there 


would be no Lone Ranger pistol (“Never aim a gun at another person, kids.”) or even a 


fake silver bullet under my tree. 
But on that Saturday morning, my grandmother woke me early and ordered I get 


dressed in my best clothes. No explanation. Was I in trouble? What was wrong? . 
She and I walked to the bus stop and boarded a bus for downtown Miami, still 


without me knowing why. Once downtown, she pulled me by the hand to the Olympia 
Theater -- one of those magical old places that had a false sky in the ceiling complete 
with twinkling stars and scudding clouds, plus a magnificent organ that rose up in front of 


the stage. , 
And that's when I saw the marquee: “Lone Ranger -- here today? 
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Now I was pulling her 


hand. 

It seemed like about 
10.000 kids had beaten us 
there. however. We crammed 
into the rear of the theater, but 


that was OK -- because we 
were in the same building. And 
there he was, leading us in 


“The Lone Ranger Creed:” 
‘T believe that to have a 
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friend. a man must be one.” 
“I believe that God put 


the firewood there but that 
every man must gather and 
lives on forever.” 


light it himself.” 
“T believe that all things change but truth, and that truth alone, 


Now that's a creed. —- 
He said a lot of other things but I don't know ifI heard any of it. I just gazed. But 
the center aisle and 


then the formal program was over -- and he jumped off the stage into 


began shaking hands! 

And he was a light-year away! 

That's when my grandmother went into action. She grabbed my hand and hit the 
crowd in that aisle like Larry Csonka. People went flying as I was dragged along -- and 
then, unbelievably, I was right there, staring up at the masked man. 

He offered the biggest hand I have ever seen. I put my right hand up and it 


disappeared into his. 
He spoke to me! I never knew what he said. He tousled my hair. 


The Lone Ranger tousled my hair! 
My life was complete. 
And then it was over. The Lone Ranger went on his lonely way, while Momma 


and I caught a bus and went home. 
And I would like to think that I understood then what I understand now. That the 
Lone Ranger was a wonderful fiction -- but the real hero in my life stood no more than 


five-feet-tall and had never brought a single bad man to justice. 
What she had done was care about my needs and give me a wondrous gift that 


cost no more than a handful of bus tokens, two admissions to a theater and an 
indomitable spirit. 


“Who was that masked man?” 
He was part of my childhood. But so was that small woman who never wore a 


mask because she had never had a reason to hide her face -- or her heart. May you have 
that kind of hero in your life -- or may you be one to somebody else. 

Jerry Greene can be reached at jgreene@orlandosentinel.com. Copyright © 2002, 
Orlando Sentinel http://orlandosentinel.com. 

Thanks to Sandy’s father, Joe Snyder, Jor sending this to us and to Jerry Greene 


for letting us reprint it. 


Ranger in the blue uniform and as Tonto. The 1960s toys were re-issued 
dn’t stay in stores long, but are fairly common 


Captain Action as the Lone 
by Playing Mantis for a limited time in 1999. They di 
on the Internet site eBay. 


Another look at Captain Action figures 


By Joe Southern 
The Silver Bullet 
hen I first saw the Captain Action Lone Ranger and Tonto figures in the toy store 


at the local mall I couldn’t believe my eyes. | didn’t realize that anyone was 

making any “new” Lone Ranger action figures. I purchased one of the Lone 
Ranger figures and, unlike any savvy collector, I opened it up. My main purpose in 
getting him was to sit him on my computer where he could be my companion while I 
worked on my Lone Ranger book (which. unfortunately has been temporarily placed on 
the back burner while | get up to speed on the Silver Bullet). 

When I opened the box | found |] was in for a few surprises. Since I had never 

heard of Captain Action before ] was totally unfamiliar with the concept. I was not 
expecting the mask to be a full-head mask. | was also disappointed to see that the eyes 


were not painted in. At the time I] was not familiar oh CaBTaIN AL-TiOrd 
red shirt Lone Ranger, but I let it slide. He did come 


some cool accessories. 
he newsletter and started 


It wasn't until 1 got into t iN i 

doing more Lone Ranger research that | began to fi = 4 
some of the gaps in my knowledge. After a while I picke 

costume for 


up a Tonto on eBay. Then | finally got a blue 
he quality between the 


my action figure. The difference in t 
blue set and the set the figure came with was amazing. The 


mask for the blue set had the eyes painted in and had much 


more detail. 

The new hat was felt, compared to the old rubber 
one. Even the guns and other accessories had superior detail 
and better craftsmanship. I now have the old outfit on an 
unrelated figure so I could display it side-by-side with my 


Captain Action figures. 

I tried contacting Playing Mantis a few times to get more information about the 
figures. All they will tell me is that they quit making them three years ago. Some help! 
Oh well, I guess you can’t win them all. I guess this is the part where I call on you more 
experienced collectors to help fill in the gaps. If anyone is knowledgeable of the old and 
new Captain Action figures, please write in and let me know. I’d like to get some more 
information about them out there. In the meantime, I’ll keep them on my self and enjoy 


looking at them as I work on the newsletter. 
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Songwriter puts The Mask on CD 


By Joe Southern 
The Silver Bullet 


ongwriter Michael Hagglund of Sea 
Cliff, N.Y., has written a song about the 


Lone Ranger called “The Mask.” The 
song is a lament to times gone by. It longs for 
the thrilling days of yesteryear. Hagglund has 
put the song out on a CD which he has been 
selling on eBay. 

“Please keep in mind when you do 
your review that this is a ‘songwriter demo.’ 
The song stands on it's own merits, but I never 
claimed to be a vocal artist. I'm not a bad 
piano player though,” he said. 

He said he is looking to have a big- . 

all that’s available. It’s a mellow 


ime, his version is 
list as he might lead you to believe. These are the 


name artist record it. In the meant 
tune and Hagglund isn’t as bad a voca 
lyrics to the song: 

Adios Lone Ranger, your identity’s known 

The price of silver getting you down 
And your Indian friend’s gone 
Adios Kemo Sabe, are you still just as tough 
Could you stand, six-gun in hand 
If the going got rough. 


Have you changed, or has the open ranger 
Just like the buffalo that roams behind a fnace 
And like the Indian whose tribe has packed it’s tents 
Because America keeps jacking up the rents 
Who wears the Mask. 


Is it all in vain Lone Ranger, 1s it just a game to be played 
When all the trails that you’ve known, have become overgrown 
What can one masked stranger do. 


And do you fear that the time is drawing near 
When we'll forget to dream of a land so fierce and bright 


| wild and free, and things in black and white 


And plains stil 
there’s only smoke to fight 


When no one here remembers you, and 
Who’!] wear the Mask. 


Adios Lone Ranger, but are you really alone 
Are you there. on a porch and chair 
Or is the range still your home. 


irie to 
And is it far, from the prairie t 


When the trail you ‘re riding on ad stil tial 
And Tonto’s voice still calls to yOu: 


don 
fturning back, you 
There’s no thought 0 yaaa 0 mer’ 


Who wears the Mask 
Who wears the Mask. 


*t know what that means 


Copyright 2002 by Michael Hagglund. 
i . He can be 
To obtain a copy of the Mask, Hagglund frequently sells it on eBay 
contacted at 516-759-2942. 


Champion of Justice a fun, familiar read 


By Joe Seuthern 
The Silver Bullet as 249 
he one thing that bothers me the most when I read Champion of Justice is that it S 
crying out to be a real Lone Ranger story. The story is cleverly written by Fredric 
James and follows the trail of two 21“ century lawmen as they pursue a deranged 
kidnapper through a time-travel 
experiment into the 19" century where 
they engage in a long and challenging 
pursuit of the madman and his child 
vicitim. 

The two lawmen, one a Texas 
Ranger named Jim Reed and the other, a 
Native American who is an Austin 
j policeman, just happen to be at the 
| University of Texas performing a radio 
drama of the Masked Rider before a live 
audience, in costume. The call for help 
comes just as the finish the play. 

When they arrive at the facility 
where the time machine is being tested, 
they find a professor holding a gun and 


insisting he be sent through. When the 


lawmen show up, he grabs the scientist’s 
c “i AMPION | son, Danny, and disappears into the past. 
—— OF Reed and his friend, Toma, gather some 
ASE ST TE supplies and go in after them. They arrive 
in 1872, several months after the 
kidnapper and Danny, so the trail is cold. 
They spend years looking for the 


boy, experiencing a host of adventures 
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along the 
activated peas only hope of return is a battery-powered device that, when 
, a signal tot he 21" century to retrieve them. They literally race against 


time an i arcs 
d a dying battery to find the villain and the boy, which he long since abandoned. 
y to them, they appear in costume and make high- 


ai In an attempt to draw the bo 
p a ¢ arrests, knowing that only Danny would have ever heard of the Masked Rider and 
would know they were looking for him. 

The similarities between the Masked Rider and the Lone Ranger are very striking. 


As I read the book I long to change the names to match the story that we know so well. 
The Story is a fun, fast read with several cleaver plot twists. If James were able to obtain 
permission to use the Lone Ranger characters, this would complete the story and increase 


its mass appeal. 
Still, James is to be commended for the work he has crafted. The story is deftly 
told and very enjoyable. It appeals to those who like a mix of genres, including science 


fiction, Westerns and a good mystery. 


Silver Bullet: How it all began 


Terry Klepey skares kis story 
of kow, 61 issaes ago in 1988, 
kre created the Silver Ballet 


By Terry Kiepey 
The Silver Bullet 
e journey back to the Fall of 1988, there was no Silver Bullet newsletter as we 
know it. It had not begun its long trip into the World of The Lone Ranger. 


Kay and I were discussing the collecting bug that had hit me and I was 
wondering how to reach all Lone Ranger fans with information as I saw it. We decided to 
start a newsletter. It needed a name, and what better name to use but The Silver Bullet. 

I have to say, we got a few ideas from the early Lone Ranger newspaper from the 


late °30s, but not being able to get a hold of many, I have about two, we went with what 
we could put together. Mind you, at that time, we only had an old typewriter, nothing like 
what is available today. If you made a mistake, you lived with the eraser mark, or the 
whiteout (remember what whiteout is?) The first issue was done on only three pages. Boy 
did we underestimate the need and desire for such a newsletter. 

Everything was done by hand. I even lucked out being able to copy things at 
work. This was later frowned on so we move to another place. About five years ago, we 
purchased a Xerox machine to do the same, and I now have a dinosaur to play with. No 
one does it this way anymore. 

As we began our trip into this project, we made a list of possible titles of issues. 
Never did I believe that after 58 issues, I still had titles to deal with. Especially since after 
starting, a lot of titles came along that were special events that could be covered and not 
mess up our work. Like Mt. Carmel, or 60th Anniversary, or some of the special tributes 
to some of the famous characters. Boy, did we unearth some great information. | am 
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there is so much I still don't know, ask 
ul great sources, the 


known here for my Lone Ranger information. but 
| oF f we could, one of my 


Dick Fuss, or Lee Felbinger or John Fawcett, of i 
late Karl Rommel. _ 
issues so you can just look back and see how 


Many of you have most of the hanged. Oh did I 
we changed. It was a poor mass head to begin with. but that was soon cnanged. 
mention that my typing speed really improved over the past 15 years? You can see 
picture quality change as we developed new methods of copying. Still not like what 1s 

at. | can only 


ahead for you. The updates both of Clayton Moore and John Hart were gre 
be thankful for all the time these gentlemen gave me. 

As for income, not much. The dues seemed to add up ok, but when mailing and 
paper cost and copying bills came along, it was a different story. Not much profit in cash, 
but a lot of profit in knowledge and friendships. We miss all the letters and phone calls. 


What happened to you folks? We are still here. 
I] don't know how long Joe wants me to ramble, and you old readers, know J can 


ramble. But if we need more, let me know. In the meantime, the main reason for 
developing this newsletter was to inform all collectors all over the world, what was new 


in the Lone Ranger collecting world, and where you could obtain them. 
Some of the things that come to mind, the beautiful videos with Clayton Moore 


doing updates, the mass of stuff produced in the early ’90s like coffee cups, watches, 
clocks, etc. The Dart cards, the secret compartment ring, the beautiful Silver Ring, the 
leftover statues of The Lone Ranger on Silver, when folks were trying to raise money to 
build a real statue in Oxford Michigan, and the many other great things around this world 


that added to our collection. 

If they do a new movie? Watch out for the stuff, and grab it when it first comes 
out as the secondary market is very tough. 

Happy collecting and God Bless all of you, and may the Old Glory wave for ever. 


Terry and Kay 
Looking ahead with Joe and Sandy Southern 
hank you Terry for the look back at our roots. Obviously, the Silver Bullet is 
undergoing several significant changes, just as it did over the 15 years that Terry 


and Kay Klepey published it. We can’t thank them enough for their 


encouragement and support as we move the Silver Bullet on into the 21° century. 
We are working on creating a formal Lone Ranger fan club, with the Silver Bullet 


as the flagship. We are moving in a direction that will make the newsletter a fan 
magazine. Once our circulation numbers are high enough we hope to move to a real 
magazine format. As always, your comments and input are important to us. Please feel 


free to call, write or e-mail (e-mail is best for us). We love to hear from you. 
In the next issue we hope to put out news of the fan club. As we have asked 


before (and gotten some good responses), we want your input into what the fan club . 
should look like. What would you like to see in a membership kit? Please write or e-mail 


and let us know. After all, this is your newsletter and your fan club! 
Hi-Yo Silver, Kemo Sabe. May we ride together as long as the wind blows, the 


sun rises and new adventures await us on the horizon, And May 2003, the 70 
anniversary of the Lone Ranger and Tonto, be a blessed year for you and yours. 
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The Chuck Wagon 
Captain Action Tonto. slight hox damage. c199R-- $40 


Lone Ranger gum cards, only four left, littl rough. # & @ $10; #9 @$8, #10 @ $10 


and #33 @ $15. 


Lots of Lone Ranger comics, call for #s and price 
Lone Ranger and Tonto Standee, Tonto alone $25, both at $35, plus $15 shipping 


Cheerios premium coloring cards, Ranger on Silver, Tonto pointing. ea. $15 
Lone Ranger Frontier Town, box back, #7, $25 


Dart Flip Cards, #4, 5, 6, at $8 each. 
Comic, Lone Ranger Movie, 1956, very good condition, $80 


Comic, Golden West, #3, Lone Ranger, binding off, $55 
Posters. Rhino Video, Clayton Moore on rearing Silver, Color, c1980, $24.50 


Sky King Navajo Ring, very nice, $125. 

Lone Ranger Puzzle, Red Dog Saloon, no box, great puzzle, $90 
Book, The Mystery of the Masked Man's Music, by Reg. Jones. $40 
Secret Compartment Ring, Mint, very nice with box, $35. 

Several nice hard back books, let me know. 


For the above items, contact, Terry Klepey, P.O. Box 553, Forks, WA 98331 360-374- 


$717 
Hallmark 2000 Keepsake ornament, the Lone Ranger riding Silver. Mint condition in 


box, $10 phis $5 shipping and handling. Contact Joe Southern, P.O. Box 1493 
Longmont, CO, 80502, 303-485-9997, or theloneranger@worldnet.att.net. 

John Hart collectibles, such as autographed photos, cards, silver bullets, John Hart 
Cookbooks, odds & ends, are available from Mick Lafever. John’s agent, at 59 Maple 


St. Avon, NY 14414 MLAFEVER@ROCHESTER.RR.COM. Also available is 


Mick’s book, “Guns that Talk.” 
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(Editor’s note: We had more, but simply ran out of room in this issue. Look for more in the March edition.) 
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Lone Ranger items from 
www.jimnienterprises.com 


e 70" anniversary 


fully be available 
tend the 


im Hollaert and I have been working on some ideas to celebrate th 

of the Lone Ranger. A 1 shirt design is in the works and will hope 

on his Web site soon and in the next issue of the Silver Bullet. We hope to ex 
line to sweatshirts. caps. mugs. and other items. Unfortunately nothing has been 
formalized to this point. If you have a computer, keep posted to Jim's Web site for more 
updates. Once we get approval, a special order form will be dropped in the mail to Silver 
Bullet subscribers. In the meantime, below is a look at some items Jim hopes to be selling 
soon in addition to the several nice items he has already, including the water globe, 


bobber. clock. tin. mug. salt and pepper shakers, ete. You can call Jim at 760-247-5020. 
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